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Professional Development Event 2012
The UK's main residential conference organised by and for teachers of children and young people with visual impairment 

Thursday 15 & Friday 16 March

2012
Great Barr Hotel, Birmingham
VIEW Professional Development 2012 

Thursday 15th March

11.00

Welcome
11.15

Policy update


Julie Jennings, Chair of Special Educational Consortium 

Philippa Stobbs, Principal Officer, Council for 



Disabled Children
12.00

Assessment of Visual Functioning for Development 

and Learning


Dr Lea Hyvärinen, Professor of Rehabilitation Sciences, 

University of Dortmund, Germany

1.00

Lunch
2.00

Load2Learn - RNIB/Dyslexia Action service for 


downloadable electronic curriculum resources


Dr Sarah Morley Wilkins and Alison Long, RNIB
2.40

Reflections on a career in visual impairment
Steve McCall
3.30

Transition from school to employment 



Sophie Dyment, Transitions Officer, RNIB Cymru 

4.00

Tea
4.30

Updates from the field


VIEW Annual General Meeting 

5.45

Close
6.30

Exhibition and wine reception
8.00

Dinner
There will be an exhibition showcasing a range of organisations, products and services throughout the day.
VIEW Professional Development 2012 

Friday 16th March
9.00

Introduction
9.10

Vision care programme for children and young 


people in special schools in Wales
 

Dr Maggie Woodhouse, Department of Optometry and 

Vision Sciences, Cardiff University
10.00

Developing Outcomes for Children and Young 


People


Fazilet Hadi, Group Director: Inclusive Society, RNIB
10.30

Workshops  session 1
a) Brain damage and developmental delay
Lea Hyvärinen
b) The impact of visual defects in the classroom
Maggie Woodhouse 
c) Braille Literacy
Steve McCall 
d) Ebook readers in education

Steve Griffiths, Development Officer (Digital 
Accessibility) RNIB 
11.30

Coffee

12.00

Workshops session 2 


As above

1.00

Lunch
2.00

Diagnosing and responding to visual difficulties due 

to brain damage



Dr. Andrew Blaikie, Consultant Ophthalmologist, Queen 

Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline
2.50

Summing up

3.00 

Close
Speaker details
Dr Andrew Blaikie is an ophthalmology consultant with NHS Fife. While a trainee he spent 2 years working with Visual Impairment Scotland at the University of Edinburgh. At the end of his training he spent a year at the Children's hospital in Brisbane training in paediatric ophthalmology and recently was the lead consultant at the CCBRT Disability Hospital in Tanzania further developing his interest in childhood visual impairment. His main interest in childhood visual impairment is cerebral visual impairment and he has been strongly influenced by Professor Gordon Dutton's approach to this subject.
Dr Lea Hyvärinen is a world renowned paediatric ophthalmologist from Helsinki, Finland who has been working in the field for over 30 years. She has helped to create services for visually impaired children by training low vision clinic teams in many parts of the world. She is best known for her work with infants and children with multiple disabilities, for the development of vision assessment tools in all areas of vision testing for all ages and functioning levels. Dr. Hyvärinen's interest in brain damage related vision loss is based on the developmental studies on vision deprived monkeys she did with her late husband, Juhani Hyvärinen, in 1970 to 1983.

Steve McCall is an Honorary Lecturer in Education at the School of Education, University of Birmingham. Until September 2011 he was a Co-Director of the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR) and programme tutor for the training mandatory programmes in visual impairment for teachers. Steve is a committee member of the Braille Authority of the United Kingdom and was Vice President of the ICEVI from 2002 - 2006. He has completed a number of funded research projects including the recent RNIB funded literature review into the teaching of literacy through braille..
Maggie Woodhouse is a qualified optometrist who has specialised for over 20 years in clinical work and research in optometric eye care for children and adults with disabilities. Maggie has published several papers on eye and visual defects among adults with learning disabilities and has undertaken a long-term study of vision and visual development in children with Down’s syndrome. Her other interests are the aetiology of refractive and accommodative defects, and the impact of visual impairment on a child's development and education.
Workshop outlines

a) Brain damage and developmental delay 

(Lea Hyvärinen)
This workshop will focus on identifying and responding to brain damage in children. This damage is often congenital, i.e. it has occurred during pregnancy, at birth, soon after birth or during the first year. Since there are so many different causes of brain damage and each type of damage can be mild, moderate, severe or profound, all infants with a history of any of the usual causes and all hypotonic infants, all deaf infants, and all older children after head trauma should be followed for signs of delays in development and early intervention started without delay.

b) The impact of visual defects in the classroom 
(Maggie Woodhouse) 

In this workshop we will demonstrate the effects of uncorrected refractive errors, so that delegates understand why and when spectacles should be worn. We will also discuss how we can recognise whether a child is long or short-sighted and/or astigmatic by simply looking at their glasses. We will then move on to simulate visual impairment in terms of reduced visual acuity and/or contrast sensitivity and by using real classroom tasks, allow delegates to appreciate the difficulties children with VI face, and how their problems might be minimised.

Braille Literacy

(Steve McCall) 

This workshop will update delegates on work being undertaken following the literature review into the effective teaching of literacy through braille undertaken in 2011 by the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR) at University of Birmingham. This work follows up on the report's recommendations in three key areas:

· the development of training and teaching materials specifically targeted at teachers and classroom assistants working with blind children in mainstream settings 

· the development of an assessment procedure for supporting decisions about choice of the appropriate  literacy medium  children with severe low vision 

· the development of a standardised reading test for children who use Braille

Ebook readers in education
(Steve Griffiths)

This workshop will provide an overview of mainstream ereading devices and apps, focusing particularly on the features that are making them useful to blind and partially sighted people for the first time. Steve will demonstrate some devices to give a flavour for how they work and talk about the benefits and limitations of the various systems. He will also suggest ways in which they might be used in an educational setting.
